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deeply moved, sometimes in tears, asking, ‘what did I just  
hear?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Germans began by placing candles on their trenches 
and on Christmas trees, then continued the celebration 
by singing Christmas carols. The British responded by 
singing carols of their own. The two sides continued by 
shouting Christmas greetings to each other. Soon 
thereafter, there were excursions across No Man’s Land 
(between the two sides trenches, where small gifts were 
exchanged, such as food, tobacco and alcohol, and 
souvenirs such as buttons and hats. The artillery in the 
region fell silent. The truce also allowed a breathing spell 
where recently killed soldiers could be brought back 
behind their lines by burial parties. Joint services were 
held. The fraternization carried risks; some soldiers 
were shot by opposing forces. In many sectors, the truce 
lasted through Christmas night, but it continued until 
New Year’s Day in others. (from a 2nd source: 
www.wikipedia.com)  

 
 

  

                                     THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE 
                                         By David G. Stratman 
                     From his book 
                         We Can Change the World 
 
 
 
 
 
It was December 25, 1914, only 5 months into World War 
I. German, British, and French soldiers, already sick and 
tired of the senseless killing, disobeyed their superiors 
and fraternized with “the enemy” along two-thirds of the 
Western Front (a crime punishable by death in times of 
war). German troops held Christmas trees up out of the 
trenches with signs, “Merry Christmas.”   
Thousands of troops streamed across a no-man’s land 
strewn with rotting corpses. They sang Christmas carols, 
exchanged photographs of loved ones back home, shared 
rations, played football, even roasted some pigs. Soldiers 
embraced men they had been trying to kill a few short 

hours before. They agreed to warn each other if the 

top brass forced them to fire their weapons, and to 

aim high. 
A shudder ran through the high command on either side. 
Here was disaster in the making: soldiers declaring their 
brotherhood with each other and refusing to fight. 
Generals on both sides declared this spontaneous 
peacemaking to be treasonous and subject to court 
martial. By March 1915 the fraternization movement had 
been eradicated and the killing machine put back infull 
operation. By the time of the armistice in 1918, fifteen 
million would be slaughtered. 
Not many people have heard the story of the Christmas 
Truce. On Christmas Day, 1988, a story in the Boston 
Globe mentioned that a local FM radio host played 
“Christmas in the Trenches,” a ballad about the Christmas 
Truce, several times and was startled by the effect. The 
song became the most requested recording during the 

holidays in Boston on several FM stations. “Even more 
startling than the number of requests I get is the 
reaction to the ballad afterward by callers who hadn’t 
heard it before,” said the radio host. “They telephone me 
deeply moved, sometimes in tears, asking, ‘what did I just  
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From The Illustrated London News of January 
9, 1915: "British and German Soldiers Arm-in-
Arm Exchanging Headgear: A Christmas Truce 
between Opposing Trenches" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary’s SongMary’s SongMary’s SongMary’s Song by John A. Stroman 

When Mary learns that she will give birth to the Messiah, 
she sings an aria of freedom. Her song presents no sweet 
lullaby in anticipation of her baby’s birth but a message of 
freedom and hope for the homeless, the hungry, the 
refugee, the abused and misused, the powerless, and the 
despairing. These words express a vision for a better 

Future: “[God] has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly” (Luke 1:52). 
Her song captures the words of hope from Hannah and Miriam and echoes the cry of 
deliverance from the Exodus, “Let my people go!” Mary passes these words of hope 
into the world, where Jesus proclaims this theme of deliverance in his inaugural 
sermon: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor . . . and to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). . . 
Mary’s words of liberation and freedom set the stage for the beginning of a new 
sense of deliverance and hope for a dark and fearful world. The word hail means to 
greet with enthusiastic acclaim and welcome. This Advent let us say, “Hail, Mary! 
 
(From Singing Mary’s Song: An Advent Message of Hope and Deliverance by John A. Stroman. 
Copyright©2012 by the author. Used by permission of Upper Room Books.) (Taken from  the 

November December 2014 Alive Now devotional. 

 

 

Evey Johnson, daughter of 
Michelle & Andrew Johnson, 
with Kris Somsen as her 
mentor, completed the 
Acolyte training and was 
installed as our newest 
Acolyte on Sun., Nov. 16.  
Good job, Evey! 
Also, congratulations to 
Madison Hieb and Tully 
Munden for receiving their 
one year Acolyte pins. 
 
 

 

Don Wiedenheft was 
received into full 
membership on Sunday, Nov. 
16, by transfer from another 
church.  Welcome, Don, even 
though you have been here 
for a long while, RUMC is glad 
to have you as a proper 
member of record. 

To the anonymous person who gave a bouquet of 
flowers in honor of my birthday, thank you, but where 
is the dinner?   Gary Schorzman  
(that’s why they remained anonymous, Gary. They 
knew you would want dinner too!)  



 
 

 

 

 Here are the scheduled Advent Activities. Come one, come 
all and flourish in the Advent Season. And invite some 

friends. 

Sat., Nov. 29 – 5:00 p.m., Advent Party 
and Hanging of the Greens. Help decorate 
the building, enjoy soup/chili, kids can 

watch a short movie & do a craft project. Also, please share a 
written family tradition and/or devotional, These will be made 
into a keepsake booklet. 

 
Tues., Dec. 2 – The UMW invites all, men also, to the 
2nd annual Christmas Cookie buffet. You will be 
entertained by the Chancel Choir and the cookies will 
be amazing and the joy will be unending.  7:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Beginning Tues. Dec. 2 and running every Tuesday at Noon 
(bring a sack lunch) – Advent Study at Paul UMC – 4 weeks 
Beginning Tues., Dec. 4 and running every Thurs. at 5:30 – 
Advent Study at RUMC – 4 weeks 

 
Fri., Dec. 5 – Family Movie Night, “The Christmas 
Story” – 7:00 p.m. Popcorn and fellowship – bring 
the kids and their friends. 
 

Fri., Dec. 12 – 7:00 p.m. Family Movie Night, “Elf” 

 

 

 
Mon., Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m. – American Falls 
Community Choir under the direction of Dan 
Bowman, will perform. A Love Offering will be 
taken and there will be a reception following 

the performance. (see article in far right column) 

Wed., Dec. 17, 6:30 p.m. RUMC Bell Choir will play at the 
Grace Community Church in Rupert.  

Friday, Dec. 19 – 7:00 p.m. Family Movie Night, 
“Polar Express” 

Sun., Dec. 21 – The RUMC 
Sunday School will present a 
Christmas Program during 
Worship Service. You won’t          
want to miss this!                                          

Wed., Dec. 24 – 6:00 p.m. We will 
hold the 2nd Annual Moravian 
Lovefeast. If you did not make 
this last year, please make an 
effort to attend this year. This is 
a moving and festive event. 

Also on this day: Paul UMC Christmas Eve Service – 5:00 p.m. 
Rupert UMC Christmas Eve Midnight Service – 11:00 p.m.  

 

We also have our regular Devotions and 
Worship for those who live at Autumn 
Haven and at Countryside Care. Your 
participation is always appreciated. 
This would be the time to show up and spread some Christmas 
joy, on Mon., Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m. at Autumn Haven. The choir will 
be in charge, and on Sun., Dec. 21, 4:00 p.m. at Countryside 
Care. 

 

On Sun. Nov. 30, there will be a mitten tree in 
the Fellowship Hall for the collection of mittens 
and/or gloves for the Coats for Kids 
organization. They are in desperate need of 
gloves or mittens this year, but they will not 

turn down hats and scarves. These items are distributed in 
our local schools. 

Caleb Gulbranson is participating in a CSI 
class Christmas project of gathering canned 
goods, which will be distributed at the Oasis 
Outreach Center in Rupert.  The box is on the 
stage for your convenience in dropping off 
what you can donate.  Thank you. 
     
 

 
The RUMC Foundation has granted 
funds to the RUMC Food Pantry for the  
purpose of enlarging the present food 
storage room by cutting a door way into 
the adjoining room (currently the parlor 

room).  Eventually the corner meeting room, next to the 
parlor, will be turned into a beautifully painted and decorated 
parlor.  Due diligence was done by our able Trustee 
Committee in putting their stamp of approval on this project. 
We have a win, win situation; not only do we garner more 
space for the growing pantry, but the new parlor will be more 
comfortable for larger families to gather before a funeral.  
Thank you RUMC Foundation. 
 
 
Grace Circle has plans to completely move 
the food box distribution from the office 
to the new pantry room.  They plan to 
change the days and times for distribution 
and will need volunteers to help man those 
new hours. Some people from our congregation have already 
volunteered as have some from other local churches. Those 
who helped clear the food pantry room in anticipation of the 
doorway being cut soon, and moving all the food to the 
temporary location were: Stan & Leanna Bruns, Sue Hare, 
Peggy Hess, Roy & Jacob McGuire, Don Wiedenheft, Roger 
Juntunen, Norma Mittelstedt, Charlie & Melle Lee Warren & 
Barbara Noss.  Many of these same people worked very hard,  
with Bryan Bruns in clearing out the parlor room. 
On Tues., Nov. 18, the Paul UMC women purchased $1,000 
worth of canned goods for our panty.  They used some of the 
proceeds from their annual Harvest dinner and bazaar for 
this purpose.  I don’t know if we can thank them enough for 
this boon to the pantry. We so appreciate their gift.  Some of 
the same people listed above helped the Paul UMC ladies 
unload their vehicles, and also helped unload the Idaho Food 
Bank truck earlier in the day. Thank you to everyone who was 
involved in this very busy Monday and Tuesday. 
Also thanks to John Johnson, Wayne Wilske, Roger & Cheryl 
Juntunen, Stan & Leanna Bruns, Peggy Hess & Roy McGuire 
and Brian Williams for picking up the Ridley’s produce, etc. 
during the month of November.  The food pantry could not 
function without the help of this congregation.  Thank you for 
your help and donations. 

  
 

 
  

 

  Attendance  Budget 
  S.S    Worship  Donations 
Nov. 2  27 82  $3,540 
Nov. 9  27 97  $3,759 
Nov. 16  19 86  $1,808 
Nov. 23  25 88  $1,602 
Nov. 30  not available at printing 
 
Your tithes and offerings are much appreciated. We 
thank you for your love and dedication to RUMC 

RUMC STATS FOR NOVEMBER 

FOOD PANTRY STATS FOR NOVEMBER 

(to date) 

 

 83 boxes given out, representing  

 274 individuals 

 872.4 Lbs. of produce, dairy & bread    

received from Ridley’s 

Sun., Dec. 14 – REFLECTIONS 
singing group from Minico will 
perform during Worship – don’t miss 
this. 

Stan & Marion Weickum invite you in helping them 
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on Sunday, 
Nov. 30, following worship service in the Fellowship 
Hall from Noon to 2:00 p.m. “The congregation has 
been a part of our lives for nearly 50 years and it will 
be a blessing for us to share this special celebration 
will all.” Stan & Marion were married Nov. 26, 1954 at 
the Methodist Church in Torrington, WY.  No gifts 
please. 

Rupert UMC Hosting the 
American Falls Community Choir 

Monday, Dec. 15th – 7:30 p.m. 
 

The American Falls community Choir 
was organized in the early sixties and 

has been active in the musical life of American Falls 
and surrounding communities since then. The group 
consists of more than 55 singers, and is directed by 
Rupert native, Dan Bowman. 
Dan Bowman, is a graduate of Minico High School, and 
holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from the 
College of Idaho and a Master of Music Education 
degree from the University of Northern Colorado. His 
professional career included teaching choral music at 
Pocatello High School from 1970 until his retirement 
in Montana, Alberta (Canada) and Nevada. His 
Pocatello High School choirs represented Idaho at the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution in Philadelphia and 
Washington DC, with concerts being performed in the 
National Cathedral and on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial. His school choirs were selected to perform 
at All-State and All-Northwest MENC (Music 
Educator’s National Conference) Conventions. 
His select choir, Gate City Singers, traveled to Hawaii 
and Japan on tour, sang 40 to 50 concerts around 
Pocatello every Christmas season, and recorded 8 
different CD’s. 
Mr. Bowman also directed the church choir at the 
Pocatello Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd for 
26 years. 
The concert at the Rupert United Methodist Church 
will feature fourteen music numbers. Included will be 
a piano solo by David Bowman, and Beethoven’s 
Hallelujah Chorus from “The Mount of Olives.” 
There will be a reception following the concert and a 
free-will offering will be taken for the benefit of the 
choir. 
(there are several good reasons not to miss this special 

event, however I will mention only two. You know you will be 
up-lifted by this music and this event was arranged for us by 
Christine Kelley before she passed away. She would love for 
you all to hear and experience this choir and to bring your 
friends) 


