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2015 

From HOMETOUCH® - December 28, 2014 by Timothy Merrill 

 

 

It’s the last week of the year! Time to get out your scratch paper and 
pencil. Yes, it’s time to think about New Year’s resolutions.  I am going to 
give you some odd advice: I think you should make resolutions, and I also 
think it doesn’t matter if you break them! Go ahead and make a list of 
resolutions, because these resolutions represent goals. And it is always 
good to have goals. In fact, that’s why I prefer to call my New Year’s 
resolutions ‘goals’ instead of ‘resolutions.” The latter can be broken. But 
the former, goals, can’t be broken. They might not be fully achieved, but 
one can always be working toward reaching or achieving a goal. 
So, toward what would you like to work in 2015? Perhaps you’d really like 
to read more. What would be a reasonable goal? One book a month? Two a 
month?  Perhaps you’d really like to send birthday cards to the 
grandchildren? How are you going to do that? Do you need to make a 
chart, or create a list with dates and addresses?  
You get the idea. You can work toward goals. And this week, the last week 
of the year, is a PERFECT time to reflect about setting some goals for the 
new year.  God bless you as you do! 

THOUGHT: Making resolutions is a cleansing ritual of 
self-assessment and repentance that demands personal 
honesty and, ultimately, reinforces humility. Breaking 
them is part of the cycle.     –Eric Zorn 

Glory to God in highest heaven,  

Who unto man His Son hath given, 

While Angel’s sing with tender mirth, 

A glad new year to all the earth. 

Martin Luther 

The Bell Choir under the direction of John Eilers performed on 
Sun. Dec. 14, as did Reflections from Minico, directed by Jeff 
Collier.  

Mon, Dec. 15, we were honored 
with the presence of The 
American Falls Sharps, under 
the direction of Dan Bowman 
featuring David Bowman on the 
piano. 
Sun., Dec. 21, the Sunday 
School entertained with a very 
unique rendition of The 
Christmas Story. 



 
You must all take the time to walk back to 
the new food pantry room, which was 
formerly the Parlor.  The new pantry is so 
spacious and now has a doorway opening into 
the old pantry which houses the 
refrigerators, freezers and bulk foodssuch 

as potatoes.  The plan is to begin with new box distribution 
days and hours and will be completely handled by volunteers 
at those times.  The new hours are Monday and Wednesday 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This will begin on Monday, 
January 5, 2015. We will still be picking up “at date” items 
from Ridley’s every Monday and every other Wednesday and 
the Idaho Food Bank truck will be delivering twice a month, if 
we choose to order.  We need volunteers for all of these 
activities. 
Thanks to these volunteers for setting up the new room on 
the Monday before Christmas:  Leanna & Stan Bruns, Bryan, 
Terri and Colton Bruns, Peggy Hess, Tim & Linda Gregersen 
and Joyce Orem.  Thank you to the congregation for your 
continued support with money and/or canned goods.  We 
appreciate all that you do to be a part of this community 
ministry. 
The following volunteers deserve a round of applause for 
picking up the Ridley’s items during the month of December 
and helping to unload the IFB truck: Stan & Leanna Bruns, 
Roger & Cheryl Juntunen, Charlie Warren, Peggy Hess, Brian 
& Irene Williams and Tim & Linda Gregersen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A new ministry team composed of Donna Johnson, Kris 
Somsen, Bryan Bruns and Leanna Bruns has been appointed to 
complete the refurbishing of the parlor.  This new parlor will     
be located in the northwest room and will be adjacent to the 
old parlor. 
The ministry team is working to select carpet, paint, window 
treatment and other elements to create a warm and inviting 
space that reflects beauty, tranquility and comfort to those 
who use it, be it a gathering for a funeral, a joy of a wedding 
party, a comfortable meeting place or simply a place for an 
individual’s meditation. The furniture and wall hangings from 
the previous room will be used. Some memorial monies are 
available for the project, but the ministry team would like to 
extend an invitation to interested persons to make 
contributions of any amount to help with the costs. 
Contributions may be placed in the offering or delivered to 
the church office, clearly marked, “for parlor.”  Thanks and 
stay tuned to see the progress. 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  Attendance  Budget 
  S.S    Worship  Donations 
Nov. 30  25 95  $2,497 
Dec. 7  23 78  $3,748 
Dec. 14  26 118  $4,732 
Dec. 21  28 99  $3,421 
Dec. 28  19 72  $8,047 
 
Your tithes and offerings are much appreciated. We 
thank you for your love and dedication to RUMC 

RUMC STATS FOR DECEMBER 

FOOD PANTRY STATS FOR DECEMBER 

(to date) 

 

  84 boxes given out, representing  

  271 individuals 

  1,340.7 Lbs. of produce, dairy & bread    

received from Ridley’s 

We appreciated so much the outpouring of love with 
visits,  phone calls and so many cards from our church 
family during the time of our 60th Anniversary. The 
hosting of our open house by the Hospitality Team 
was wonderful and those attending worship on Nov. 29 
stayed and helped make it all so great. You are a very 
special place in our lives.  Thank you!!!  
                                          Stan & Marion Weickum 

Dear Church Family: Thank you for the love and 
support you have shown us following the loss of 
our mother, Christine Kelley. Your church and 
fellowship was a vital part of Chris’ life and we 
appreciate your continued prayers.  
                           Carrie, Sheldon & Victor 
 

Sunday, January 4 – EPITHANY SUNDAY 

Be ready to choose your STAR WORD GIFT 

for 2015. If you can’t be here, we will 

mail you one – call the office 436-3354. 

 

Friday Night at the Movies 

January 9 – “Frozen” 

January 16 – “Clancy” 

January 23 – “Brave” 

January 30 – “The North Avenue Irregulars 

Bring yourself, a friend and certainly 

bring your family for a free movie, free 

popcorn and free fellowship. 

 
Tuesday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. – AUTUMN HAVEN 

DEVOTIONS. PLEASE COME TO SHOW YOUR 

SUPPORT. 

 

Sunday, January 18, 4:00 p.m. – COUNTRYSIDE 

CARE WORSHIP.  HELP PASTOR PAM IN SHARING A 

VISIT WITH THESE SPECIAL FOLKS. 

 

THE NEWLY ORGANIZED YOUTH GROUP WILL 

BE MEETING AT THE FOLLOWING TIMES: 

 

Every second and fourth Thursday from 3:30 to 

4:45 p.m. at the Paul United Methodist Church 

AND every third Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 

Noon at the Rupert United Methodist Church. 

 

Thursday, January 8 and 22 – Paul UMC – 3:30  

Saturday, January 17 – Rupert UMC – 10 a.m. 

 

Tuesdays will be study time and Saturday will be 

an activity day.  Let’s support these youth in any 

way that we can.  Ask Pastor Pam what you can 

do! 

 

Saturday, January 31 – KUMVC “Around the 

World” fund raiser dinner (see article to left). 

 

 

 

This cultural evening will feature foods and music from 
around the world.  Chairing this event is John Marshall 
and he needs your help.  If you would be willing to 
prepare a salad, soup, vegetable, bread or dessert from 
any country or culture besides the USA (for 25 to 30 
people), please let John know ASAP.  Here’s the deal.  If 
you volunteer to be a “cook” or an “entertainer” that 
evening, you will receive a good discount on your tickets 
to the event. 
This is going to be a really fun evening and your 
participation would be greatly appreciated. Volunteers 
do not need to be church members, so if you of someone 
that fits what is needed, let John Marshall know by 
calling 260-1955 or Alice Marshall 670-0377. 

                              

KUMC FUNDRAISER DINNER 
JANUARY 31, 2015 

HELD AT THE MINIDOKA 
COUNTY SENIOR CENTER 
TIME  & TICKET INFO TBA 

Church Family, 

Thanks to each of you who took time to make a pledge to 
support our church budget for the 2015 calendar year. 
There was a total of $87,062 pledged to support the 
operation of our church.  That is about 55% of the total 
budget for the year.  With the change to Single Board 
Governance, it will be increasingly important that we all 
determine how much we can really give to reach out into 
God’s community through our financial gifts to our church. 
Our budget will be unable to support new ministry teams 
unless we have fulfilled our “regular” financial obligations 
such as heating the building, supporting paid staff, and our 
apportionments. Much more important than making a pledge 
to support the budget is the actual support you give. 
I am asking each of you to add the Rupert United 
Methodist Church to your permanent prayer list for 2015. 
Please commit to lifting up our church family in prayer on a 
regular basis. Pray for our staff, for those who come inside 
the doors for whatever reason, for our ministry teams to 
make a difference in our community, and for each of us to 
give as much as possible to make God a living presence in 
our community. I am also asking that each one of us also 
seek to personally give even more of our presence, our 
gifts, and our service than we did in 2014. 
I will have your 2014 contribution statements and 2015 
commitment statements available in January. I will be 
handing them out during church to save as much money on 
mailings as possible. 

Have a wonderful 2015! 
Terri Bruns, financial secretary. 

YOU’RE INVITED 
PANTRY OPEN HOUSE 

  
SUN. JAN 4 

NOON TO 1:00 P.M. 
 

MON., JAN. 5 
11AM TO 1:00 P.M. 

                     2ND Annual Moravian Lovefeast                    

I would like to thank RUMC for the support you 
gave in the small food drive for the Oasis 
Homeless shelter. With your help we collected 75 
cans of food, which went to support our homeless 
population.  Thank you again.  Caleb Gulbranson 


