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PARTNERS STRIVE TO HELP BO 
BECOME MALARIA-FREE 

By, Kathy L. Gilbert*, June 4, 2014, Bo, Sierra Leone 

“Sierra Leone is swimming in malaria.  There is not a single 
corner that is not affected,” said Dr. Alhaji S. Turay, 
medical officer for the Bo District.  That disturbing fact 
is about to change, he said. 

Turay was addressing leaders 
who will be spearheading a 
distribution of more than 
350,000 insecticide-treated 
mosquito nets in the Bo dis- 
trict.  The leaders were  
Gathered for a check-in meet- 
ing just days before the campaign’s formal kickoff June 
5. 
 
“Malaria is especially dangerous for children under 5 and 
pregnant and lactating women.  The United Methodist 
Church has been working hand in glove to make this a 
success,” he said. 
 
United Methodists have raised $60 million in gifts and 
pledges for fighting malaria.  As part of that effort, the 
Imagine No Malaria initiative has funded the purchase of 
the long-lasting insecticide-treated bed nets in the Bo 
district of Sierra Leone for the June 5/14 campaign. 
 
Using methodology forged by Nets for Life, volunteers 
have been going from house to house, registering and 
counting the people in the 15 chiefdoms of Bo.  Families 
will receive up to three nets in homes with more than five; 
smaller households will receive one or two depending on 
the need. 
 

                                    GOD BLESS AMERICA 

 

 

 

 

More that 100,000 households will be able to redeem 
vouchers for nets at more than 600 locations close to 
their homes.  Including the supervisors and people 
stationed at the centers, more than 2,000 volunteers 
are ready to hand out the nets as well as vitamins and 
de-worming medicine to all children under 5 years old.  
After the initial nets distribution, volunteers will 
return to each household to make sure the nets are 
hanging in place above the sleeping quarters. Chiefs in 
the chiefdoms have pledged to note in their bylaws 
that the nets can only be used for sleeping. 
 
During “hang up,” the weeks following the distribution, 
volunteers will return to the neighborhoods with nails, 
hammers, and ropes.  They know from the experience 
of Nets for Life that many families can’t hang the 
nets because they don’t have the right tools. 
 
Turay said nonprofit organizations, such as the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR, 
traditional community and church leaders, and the 
government of Sierra Leone are invested in making 
this work.  By the end of 2014, Turay expects Bo to 
be well on its way to being malaria-free.  “No more 
swimming in malaria,” he said, smiling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*(Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist 
News Service in Nashville, TN) 

(No More Malaria is the Bishop’s initiative for 2014.  Pastor 

Pam plans a sermon on the subject in August.) 

The unofficial national anthem of the United States was composed by an 
immigrant who left his home in Siberia for the USA when he was only five years 
old. The original version, words and music  by Irving Berlin (1888-1989),  was 
written in 1918 for his Ziegfeld-style revue.  He decided the music was  too 
solemn for the more comedic elements of the show, so the song was laid aside.  
In 1938, as war was again threatening Europe, he decided to write a “peace” song.  
He recalled his lyrics of “God Bless America” from twenty years earlier, then made  

some alterations to reflect the different state of the world.  Singer Kate Smith introduced the revised “God Bless America” 
during her radio broadcast on Armistice Day, 1938.  The song was an immediate sensation; the sheet music was in great 
demand. 
Berlin’s file of manuscripts & lyric sheets for this quintessentially American song includes manuscripts in the hand of his 
longtime musical secretary, Helmy Kresa (he himself (Berlin) did not read and write music), as well as lyric sheets, and 
corrected proof copies for the sheet music. These materials document not only the speed with which this song was revised, 
but also its author’s attention to detail.  The first proof copy is dated October 31, 1938; the earliest “final” version of the 
song is a manuscript dated November 2; and Kate Smith’s historic broadcast took place on November 11.  So, documents 
show the song’s step-by-step evolution from the original version of 1918 to the tune we now know.  These manuscripts 
along with personal papers and the records of the Irving Berlin Music Corp. are now housed in the Library of Congress. 
 

While the storm clouds gather far across the sea, 
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free. 

Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, 
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer: 

God bless America, land that I love, 
Stand beside her and guide her 

Through the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans white with foam, 
God bless America, 

My home sweet home. 

    Irving Berlin 

→→→→ 



DONATIONS TO GENERAL BUDGET ONLY 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Donations        Needed for obligations 
                  every month 
 

January  $10,667       $13,215        
February $10,807 
March  $13,108 
April  $10,430 
May  $11,093 
June  $10,130 

The last Sunday of June is obviously not available at this 
printing. Proceeding without that, we have taken in an average 
of $11,039 per month, which is a monthly average shortage of 
$2,176.  Our monthly apportionment from the Conference is 
what suffers from the shortage.  We have 3 ½ months paid 
out of six months.  We don’t know what you can do about it, 
except maybe dig a little deeper, and we know many of you 
have dug to China, (as the saying goes).  We so appreciate 
every cent that each of you do give and can give. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Attendance  Budget 
  S.S    Worship  Donations 
June 1   74  $2,960 
June 8   73  $4,665 
June 15   73  $1,552 
June 22   97  $  953 
June 29   Not available   
 
Your tithes and offerings are much appreciated. We 
thank you for your love and dedication to RUMC 

      RUMC STATS FOR JUNE 

Do you wonder if folks 
appreciate the care/share 
notes we send each week?  
We know they truly enjoy 
being notified that we are 
thinking of them by the 
notes and phone calls 
received. Here is the latest 
note received. 

Rupert UMC,  Many thanks for all your prayers and 
good wishes.  Your card made my day extra special.                            
Dianne Somsen 

I just want to thank everyone who came and helped 
decorate for Vacation Bible School.  The wonderful, 
talented, creative, and inspirational workers were:  
Bryan and Terri Bruns, Neka Bethke, Roy and Marcie 
McGuire, Don and Juanita Wiedenheft, Diane 
Davidson, Chris Paulson and Cliff and Jennifer Hieb.  
This team is awesome and definitely knows how to 
Imagine, Build, Grow, Work and Walk with God! 
                                                Joyce Orem 
 
Thank you to Jim Rodgers for arranging for the 
shrubbery to be trimmed and for planting all the 
beautiful flowers again this year.  Because of Jim and 
Bryan Bruns, we truly have a lovely landscaped lot.  
We are grateful! 

We give thanks to the following 
people who volunteered to either 
pick up the  “at date” items from 
Ridley’s or helped to unload the 
Idaho Food Bank truck this month 

Cheryl & Roger Juntunen, Brian & Irene Williams, 
John Johnson, Peggy Gulbranson and Caleb, Stan 
& Leanna Bruns, Roy, Marcie and Jacob McGuire 
and Joyce Orem.  Also thank you to members of 
the Grace Circle for keeping the boxes filled for 
distribution, restocking shelves and buying 
and/or ordering product.  It takes a church to 
keep this ministry running smoothly! 

JUNE PANTRY STATS 

73 BOXES HAVE BEEN 

DISTRIBUTED 

REPRESENTING 225  INDIVIDUALS 

The pantry continues to need your support 
either monetarily or with actual food products.  
We are always low on mac and cheese, canned 
milk and oatmeal, but we will accept anything you 
put in the basket.  THANKS. 

Magic Valley UMC  

4th Annual 

Sawtooth Camp Sunday 

August 3, 2014 

Reservations for attending must be  

Made by July 20th 

 

Sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall 

Or call Chris Paulson – 436-9030 

 

 

 

2014 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
WORKSHOP OF WONDERS 

 
Sunday, June 22, the congregation was entertained by some 
of the children who attended this year’s VBS.  We heard a 
recap of each day’s events through word, music and 
scriptures.  If you have a computer you can view this 
program at www,youtube.com/user/RUMC 83350. 

Here are some WOW statistics from this year: 
• An average attendance of 36 
• 26 individuals signed up to help by decorating, 

praying, publicity, donating, collecting or returning 
items, writing notes, organizing, cleaning, inviting, 
delivering and/or making phone calls. 

• 20 individuals helped out by providing supplies 
and/or snacks. 

• At least 12 adults came EVERY day to help 
• 5 teens helped out this year 
• 27 kids with PERFECT attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROBOT AWARDS 
• Robot-building participants – Samauria, Noah, 

Devin & Gavin 
• Most Robots Created – Joyce Orem 
• Most Unusual Pet Robot – Pam Meese & Sharon 

Crowe 
• Most Colorful Robot – Tori Bailes 
• The Big Winner with the robot with the most 

WHIZ-BANG – Maggie Stevens, Noah & Paul 
Stevens. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all parents, grandparents, and 
friends who delivered kids to VBS; VBS volunteers; church  
Family members who donated VBS supplies and snacks; and 
any others who helped create a great lot of FUN! 

Epworth Chorale & Bells performing at 
RUMC – So talented – So worth the hosting 

So honored they asked us to be part of 
their annual tour 

Found in the TODAY IN HISTORY column of 
The Times News in May by Sylvia Neiwert 

In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South and the 
Methodist Protestant Church merged to form 
the Methodist Church. 

Additional history by Rev. Pam Meese: 
1946 – Merger of Evangelical Church & United 
Brethren Church to form Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. 
1968 – Union of Methodist Church and 
Evangelical United Brethren Church to form 
United Methodist Church 
 

Discussed, moved, seconded and approved by the 
Administration/Finance Board that: 

 No money can be spent until a quorum of the 
appropriate committee has met and approved the 
expenditure. 


