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July 17, 2014 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Today a humanitarian crisis is unfolding on our southern 
border with the arrival of tens of thousands of 
unaccompanied children. Many of you have communicated 
with us about your heartfelt desire to provide 
compassionate care for the unaccompanied children who 
are suffering in our midst.  As bishops we have been 
conferencing with each other about how the people of 
The United Methodist Church might respond in a manner 
that is most faithful to the gospel. 
We have also been in conversation with the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), community 
leaders, and government officials. Our colleague, Bishop 
Jim Dorff, and other leaders in the Rio Texas Conference 
have just returned from three days on the border 
assessing the situation and representing the gospel and 
the church and encouraging people in a Christ-like 
response. 
Let us be guided by the Biblical witness of faith: 

� Jesus said, “Let the little children to come to me 
for to such belong the kingdom of heaven.” Luke 
18:15-16) 

� Jesus instructed us to feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 
clothe those in need, visit the sick and those 
imprisoned. Then he said, “When you have done it 
for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you have done it for me.” 
(Matthew 25:40) 

� We are to extend hospitality to strangers. 
(Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:12) 

We do not understand 
all that these children 
have experienced in  
their home countries  
or in their arduous 
journey to our borders 
We do know that their 
plight breaks the heart of God. Children are some of the 
most vulnerable members of the global community.  Many 
come seeking to survive. They all need our compassion and 
care.  At a time of concern about a struggling economy 
and national security, it is easy to give in to fear and to 
let that fear, rather than God’s heart, shape our hearts 
and our response.  “God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power, love and a sound mind.” (II Tim. 1:7).  As  
followers of Christ, we have the power and wisdom of 
God to Care for these unaccompanied children. 
 

 

 

 

As the Bishops of the United Methodist Conferences of 
Texas, we call on the people of The United Methodist 
Church to: 

� Pray regularly for the physical, emotional and 
spiritual well-being and healing of these children 
and families, wisdom for our government 
officials, and peace for the countries from which 
these children have come; 

� Work with faith and community leadership to 
provide housing, life necessities, 
pastoral/spiritual care, and as stable an 
environment as possible for these children and 
families while their long-term status is being 
resolved; 

� Be attentive to seeing Christ in the faces of 
these children; 

� Be alert for specific opportunities to offer 
ministries of compassion and care, which we will 
share as needs emerge. 
                                         (continued on page 2) 

 

 Sun., August 17
th

, 1:00 p.m. Fellowship, home 

churned ice cream, cake, entertainment, fun! 

A PASTORAL LETTER FROM 

THE BISHOPS OF THE RIO 

GRANDE CONFERENCE OF THE 

UMC TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

IN TEXAS (AND APPROPRIATE 

FOR ALL UMC’S) 

It is good to remember that our 
Lord Jesus Christ became 
incarnate in the world as a 
migrant, and because Herod 
sought to kill him, he had to flee 
to Egypt. * 

Since a large number of children crossing the border are from 
Honduras, you ask me: How can the United Methodist Mission 
in Honduras bring understanding and solution to this 
humanitarian crisis? The first  obvious answer, the kids go 
because their parents live in the U.S., and they leave Honduras 
because there are no opportunities, no dignity. They leave 

because here there is hunger, violence and poverty.* 

                              The Vital Church work group has been compiling data and crunching numbers for over a year, after       
asking you why you love Rupert UMC.  Over and over, in many different words, this is what we heard you say: “We are a welcoming, 
friendly church!” And we are! Visitors are greeted warmly and offered a “mug and kisses” (which also includes church information 
pamphlets).  

Church members are invited to introduce themselves to our visitors during “the passing of the peace” in Worship. Visitors are 
especially encouraged to join us for refreshments during fellowship time. But then what? After a friendly welcome, how are 
visitors transitioned from “visitor” to “active member”? The Vital Church Team received some suggestions from you, and came up 
with a few of our own.   

If anyone is especially excited about one of these potential new ministries, and wants to take charge of seeing that it happens, 
please contact Pastor Pam. 

♥  Identify a group of church members who would offer to sit with visitors each week to acquaint them with the things      we do 
during the service and to answer any questions. This may be especially important on Sundays with Communion, a baptism, or other 
special event. These church members might also offer visitors a tour of the whole church before or after Worship. 

♥  Organize a group of members to be a “follow-up” fellowship. They might deliver a plate of cookies or a loaf of homemade bread 
during a quick visit to a new person/family.  Along with the goodies, bring the message, “See you next Sunday!” 

♥  Organize a “Forth Sunday Fellowship” event during our regular coffee fellowship time.  This would include an activity that would 
pull together both church members and visitors:  A potluck?  A Rupert trivia challenge (the natives would help the newcomers)?  
An oldy-goldy hymn sing-along?  We would be sure to invite all visitors during the month to Special Forth Sunday Fellowship. 

A LITTLE ABOUT OUR ENTERTAINMENT 
AT THE ICE CREAM SOCIAL IN HIS OWN 

WORDS! 
Marty Holmes, lives in the Albion Valley with his 
wife of 45 years. He dislikes freeways; prefers 
driving on dirt roads; is a purveyor of tall tales, 

legends and nonsense. 



 (continued from page one) 

In the words of John Wes- 
ley, founder of the Meth- 
odist movement, “Do all the 
good you can by all the means 
you can in all the ways you can 
in all the places you can at 
all the times you can to all 
the people you can as long as 
ever you can.”  
In the name and spirit of  
Christ, we join with you in  
Christian love for these 
children.  God bless you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vital Church Project Task Group 
would like to thank all the input 
received from the Rupert United 
Methodist Church committees. The 
group asked each committee to 
develop two achievable goals. The 
following goals were developed: 

1.  RUMC Food Pantry goals were developed by Grace Circle 
• expand the food offering, pantry space and 

recipients during 2014 
• increase volunteer participation by congregation 

members and the general community during 2014 
2.  Education 

• invite other area churches to participate in Vacation 
Bible School  

• use KUMC to promote Vacation Bible School to the 
community 

3.  KUMC 
• invite volunteers from outside our membership to 

participate in radio programming 
• use local media and other area churches to get 

participation in the operation of the radio 
4.  Worship Committee 

• revive the committee and establish what it is they 
want to accomplish 

• expand the role of the Worship Committee in 
planning the Worship Services and work more closely 
with the Pastor in planning of Liturgy. 

5.  Military/College Contact 
• strive to get addresses for all those on the lists 
• follow up in the fall to get more people to put their 

loved ones on the lists 
6.  Nurture/Care Committee 

• consider having potlucks quarterly with volunteers 
from the congregation helping 

• continue the Fourth-of-July Open Door hospitality  
It is exciting to see goals set, goals met, and goals in 
progress. The reports of work being accomplished in this 
church is exhilarating to hear, and should be shared so the 
entire congregation knows this church is working to become a 
vital church and this work is geared toward the mission of, 
“Boldly making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For the month of July we want to thank our volunteers who 
picked up Ridley’s “at date” items and who helped unload the 
Idaho Food Bank truck.  They are: Peggy Hess, Peggy 
Gulbranson, Brian & Irene Williams, Stan & Leanna Bruns, 
John Johnson, Wayne Wilske, Don Wiedenheft, Charlie 
Warren, Cheryl & Roger Juntunen and Tim & Linda Gregersen.  
We can’t make this ministry happen without help from 
volunteers. We continue to thank each of you for your 
contributions to the food pantry, both money and actual 
items.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Join us on Sunday, August 17, during Worship to hear guest 
pianist, Jim Hendricks.  We will be uplifted by the spoken 
word and music. Mr. 
Hendricks has 
performed with such 
greats as Dave 
Brubeck, Della 
Reese, Rita Moreno, 
Tito Puente, 
Arturo Sandoval, 
the Glen Miller Band 
and many more. Several years ago Jim left the secular music 
world to follow God’s calling into Christian ministry.  

                      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that your summer has been a good one; that you had 
a safe and active 4th of July, been 
able to go on a vacation, if only to 
go camping on a week-end and that 
you have enjoyed the very warm 
temperatures, because winter 
will be here all too soon.  Summer is 
flying by too fast and it is now time 
to think about Family Camp which will take place over the 
Labor Day week-end.  Now is the time to get your applications 
in, so that food, arts & crafts, etc. can be planned.  
Applications are available in the Fellowship Hall or by calling 
the office @ 436-3354. 

 

 

  Attendance  Budget 
  S.S    Worship  Donations 
June 29   90  $2,486 
July  6   77  $3,566 
July 13   78  $3,748 
July 20   72  $1,741  
July 27   83  $1,354 
Your tithes and offerings are much appreciated. We 
thank you for your love and dedication to RUMC 

RUMC STATS FOR JULY 

JULY PANTRY STATS 

86 BOXES DISTRIBUTED 

REPRESENTING 249   INDIVIDUALS 

2457 Lbs. of “at date” items received 

from Ridley’s this month. 

This is what I have noticed about our Stewardship 
Penny Jar – it’s not growing very fast.  We are 
forgetting to keep track of our volunteer hours 
(church and community) and putting one penny for 
each hour in the jar.  I know that many of you 
volunteer to help others every day, even if it is just 
to take time to make a phone call or write a note or 
pay a visit or any number of deeds in  
and outside of the church.  OK, we are 
now officially reminded. Let’s watch the 
level of pennies move up the jar. 

HERE IS A LIST OF ITEMS THAT ARE 

ALWAYS NEEDED IN THE PANTRY: 

� Canned soups – Mac & Cheese  

� Canned fruit - Oatmeal 

� Canned vegetables – spaghetti sauce 

� Toilet tissue – spaghetti 

� Canned milk -  

REMINDER 
You can donate your Ridley’s points to RUMC 

two ways: 
1. Come into the office and sign a form 

requesting that your points be 
donated, and/or 

2. Each time you shop give the office 
phone #436-3354 and the points will 
automatically go to RUMC. 

Ridley’s sends a check at the end of each 
quarter for points accumulated. 

 

Peggy Gulbranson, 
Rev. Marcie Collins, 
(John Day UMC) and 
Rev. Pamela Meese 
at the gala dinner 
during Annual 
Conference in June. 

The other reason why the 
kids go is because Mexican 
coyotes made illegal border 
crossing a business. In the 
past two years, these 
coyote networks have 
circulated information 
suggesting that children 
only have to cross the 
border and the U.S. 
authorities are responsible 
for bringing them where 
their parents are.*  

*The comments in the green boxes are from a commentary 
by Rev. Juan Guerrero, Ph.D., Superintendent of the United 
Mission in Honduras. Please read the full commentary at: 
http://www.umc.org/ . Scroll down and click on  
COMMENTARY: WHY HONDURAN CHILDREN ARE 
COMING TO  U.S.  If you do not have a computer, please 
call the office, 436.3354 for a copy. 
 

To RUMC Foundation and 
the UMM: 
 
Thank you so much for 
contributing to my 
educational endeavors. I’m 
incredibly grateful for all 
the support I’ve been 
given, and hope that 
someday I can return the 
favor. 
                   Mason Skaggs 
       (Scholarship recipient) 

         Neka and brother, Brindle 

Dear RUMC,  Thank you for the scholarship to go to 
camp.  I had a water fight, oatmeal, and we hiked to 
Paradise Creek.  We talked mostly about the Lord, and 
Jesus, and forgiveness.  I love camp and hope I can go 
next year.                                 Sincerely, Joey Yelton 

INVITE SOMEONE TO ATTEND 

Sun., July 6th we witnessed the Confirmation of Neka 
Bethke.  She is the daughter of Josh & Angel Bethke. 
Neka is one of our Sunday child care workers, has 
always help in VBS and is very active in church, school 
and community activities. We are proud to welcome 
Neka as our newest member. 


